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From the Desk of 
our Chapter President

Dear Brother Knights, 
 

As I have spoken 
to many friends 
during this 

pandemic quarantine, 
they have raised a 
common question: 
“Don’t you miss saying Mass with 
a congregation?”  On one level the 
answer is simple.  It is: “Yes, many 
times over”. The Eucharist was 
instituted by the Lord as a supreme gift 
for those who believed in Him.  It is the 
source and summit of the Church’s life.  
For a priest it is the greatest privilege 
to share the Body and Blood of Christ 
with all who are aware of their 
unworthiness but also recognize the 
mercy of the Lord who died for them.

However, in the Church, deprived of 
the physical presence of the people of 
God, along with my brother priests 
throughout our Archdiocese, we  pray 
the “Sacrament of Charity”.  Spiritually, 
we realize that the Community of 
faith is present. Personally, I can share 
with you that when I walk into the 
sanctuary of Saint Agnes, I do so with 
the understanding that I make the Sign 
of the Cross before the legion of nurses 
and doctors who are tending to those 
struck down by the pandemic.  How 
many of them have jeopardized their 
own health to fulfill their oaths to do 
everything possible to ease suffering!  
How many of the nurses spent hours 
with the dying who could not have the 
comfort of family! I acknowledge those 
not in the pews but in supermarkets 
refilling shelves and helping the 
seniors to care for themselves. I think 
of the first responders not home with 
family but on our streets and in our 
neighborhoods caring for those who 
are effected by this dreadful illness.    
-Most of all, present in my mind are 
those who are suffering, facing death, 
and those who have passed. The 
Church is here.

I trust that though we are apart we are 
one in prayer. Let us continue to trust 
in God and rely on the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Vivat Jesus,
Father Brian
Chapter Chaplain
Administrative State Chaplain

Brothers,

As the 2019-2020 
Columbian 
Year draws to 

a close, it is difficult to 
process how much our 
world has changed over the last 
few months. 

These are certainly challenging times 
as many of us are forced to stay home 
during this time of quarantine and 
just as many of us are now essential 
workers who are at grave risk daily. 

As we pray for those at risk, the 
sick, the lonely, the dying and those 
who have passed on, it is important 
to reflect on our role as Knights of 
Columbus.  Just as in the days of our 
Founder, the Venerable Fr. Michael J. 
McGivney, we as Catholic Gentlemen 
are called upon to be a beacon of 
Charity, Unity and Fraternity in our 
mission to help those in need. 

I have been in contact with a number 
of the officers and members of our 
councils in the Hudson Valley and 
have heard many stories of how our
Brother Knights are doing whatever 
they can to not only support one 
another, but also their continued
outreach to their communities and 
support of their parishes.  It makes me 
very proud as President of the Hudson 
Valley Chapter to be associated with 
such an outstanding group of men. 
I realize that we still have some rather 
huge hurdles to surpass before we can 
get back to a new normal, but I am 
positive that we will emerge from this 
pandemic a much stronger Hudson 
Valley Chapter wherein we will
continue to be a model of 
Columbianism in action.

Hudson Valley
Knights 

of Columbus  

From the Desk of
our Senior Chaplin
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From the Desk of our Chapter President

  The 2020-2021 Columbian Year certainly promises to be incredible as our Order evolves to meet the ongoing and new 
challenges of both today and tomorrow.  We certainly have a great deal of work to do and we need the time to do it together. 

For this reason, I have decided to humbly ask for your support as I plan on running for a second year to serve my Brothers as the 
Hudson Valley Chapter President. 

Working together hand in hand we can continue to accomplish so much. The work we do today is the legacy we leave to our 
future Brother Knights. The example we set through our good works, charity, and support of our Priests will ensure that we are 
the best mentors for those who will one day, like us, be the heirs to Fr. McGivney’s legacy.

Due to the unfortunate circumstances surrounding the current pandemic, the 2020 HudsonValley Chapter Charity Ball has been 
rescheduled to September 20, 2020.  The Officer’s Club at theUnited States Military Academy at West Point will remain as the 
location for the event.  

This beautiful venue is even more spectacular during the fall season.  
I am certainly looking forward to enjoying the evening with you all as we support a wonderful charity, the Warriors to Lourdes.

I look forward to continuing our journey together as Brothers. Thank you for all you do and all you will continue to do as 
Knights of Columbus.

Vivat Jesus!
Andrew Giacomazza,
Chapter President

continued from page 1

From the Desk of our Chapter Vice President

Worthy Brothers,

I’m trying to keep the Web Site – HVKOC.COM updated daily to reflect the many changes and 
additions that are happening in the Chapter.  These include the Online Exemplifications, the 
weekly Rosary with Sr. Chaplain Rev. Brian McWeeney, calendar and activity changes, known 

Blood donations scheduled and as many other items that I feel that you, as members of the 
Hudson Valley Chapter, might be interested in.
 
If there is anything that you would like to see added on the site, please send me an email and if I can add it, I will.

My email is nplongo@nkls83.com.
 
Vivat Jesus!
Nicholas P Longo, HVChapter Vice President
nplongo@nkls83.com
845-297-2674 - Home
914-475-8596 – Cell
HVKOC.COM

http://HVKOC.COM
mailto:nplongo%40nkls83.com?subject=
http://HVKOC.COM
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From the Desk of our Chapter Secretary

RSVP/Vocations Update

The Hudson Valley Chapter once again showed very strong support for the Refund 
Support Vocations Program (RSVP). Link here.  The Chapter had 16 Councils and 
Assemblies support 22 Seminarians this Columbian Year. 

Those Councils and Assemblies that supported Seminarians are reminded to submit Form 
2863 (see below) along with copies of both sides of the cancelled check(s), or other other documentation, 
such as a Council bank statement.  This form is due to Supreme by no later than June 30. 

Below is a photo of State Deputy Wally Wych, myself, and Secretary to the State Deputy 
Anthony Spaziani in the Chapel at St. Joseph’s Seminary.  Following evening prayers, we were 
welcomed for dinner and discussed ongoing Seminarian support and recruitment.  We thank Father 
William Cleary and Father Michael Bruno for their dedication and tireless work at St. Joseph’s Seminary, 
and for their ongoing support of the Knights of Columbus.

Vivat Jesus
Darren M. Gamma, PGK, PFN, FDD
Hudson Valley Chapter Secretary
dmgamma@aol.com

On behalf of President Andrew 
Giacomazza, and the officers and 
members of the Hudson Valley, we would 

like to congratulate our favorite son 
Walter J. Wych, and his fellow state officers, on 
their reelection. 

On behalf of the officers and members 
of the Hudson Valley, we would like to 
thank Hudson Valley Honorary Chapter 

Chaplain Father Brian McWeeney, for his 
weekly Rosary Recitations during this ongoing 
CoVid 19 quarantine. 

L to R: State Deputy Wally Wych, Darren M. 
Gamma, Hudson Valley Chapter Secretary, 
and Secretary to the State Deputy, 
Anthony Spaziani 

https://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/rsvp_refund2863_p.pdf
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My Brothers All,

I pray that you and your loved ones are doing well in this uncertain period of time.  I want 
to inform / remind the Hudson Valley council leadership, that Supreme Council will be 
conducting On-Line Exemplifications of Charity, Unity, and Fraternity as per below schedule. 

All times are EDT

ENGLISH
Thursday May 14, 2020  ---     7:00PM    10:00PM
Sunday May 17, 2020     ---     7:00PM    10:00PM
SPANISH
Wednesday May 13, 2020 ---   9:00PM
Sunday May 17, 2020        ---   9:00PM
 
This is not only a great opportunity to welcome new members, but also advancing current Admission and 
Formation degree members to full Knighthood degree.
Stay well and be safe!
Vivat Jesus!
Paul J. Plate’ PGK PFN DD
COB - HV Board of District Deputies
HV Chapter Treasurer
pjplate94@yahoo.com

From the Desk of our Chapter Treasurer

   

Chapter Directory
My Brothers All, 

The Hudson Valley Chapter Directory is now ready. 
This directory will have a new look and feel as it was completely redesigned.  The directory will soon be 
available on the Chapter website and can be downloaded now via this link:

2020 Hudson Valley Chapter Directory

Once downloaded, it will reformat to your screen be it, cell phone, laptop, tablet etc.

Thank you to everyone that submitted all the information requested to make this happen, and most of all, thank you 
for you patience while this directory was being developed, updated and redesigned.

Vivat Jesus!
Vic Ferrarelli
Chapter Directory Admin
Vicx56@gmail.com

https://www.dropbox.com/s/xys7m41owyrmgos/Hudson_Valley_Chapter_Directory_Final-4%3A28%3A2020.pdf?dl=0
mailto:Vicx56%40gmail.com?subject=
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I must report that due to the Corona Virus shutdown. We had to work with the team at West Point and 
reschedule the Charity Dinner to Sunday, September 20.  
We hope that by then, the corona vires will be under control, and a gathering of 325 Brother Knights, 

"United in Charity" at our annual charity drive, will be possible.  

At the moment we have reservations for 285 people.  Please continue to help us make this year's Warriors to 
Lourdes Charity Drive a success.  To do this, please purchase at least two tickets to the dinner for your 
council to helps us achieve 100% participation ( cost $130). 

Purchase a full-page ad in the Charity Drive Journal, (cost $100) and soliciting one or two pages of adds from local business, selling at least 
one raffle ticket per member.

Please call Joe Cooper at 845-235-7625 if you have any questions.

Charity Journal       Al Ronda...........917-650-8447
Charity Raffle   Peter Stafford...........347-996-8076

One last thought, my brothers, if you are not using the Amazon Smile program to donate to charity, please get that started today.  
We hope you will choose the Knights of Columbus and support us, but please select and donate to a charity through this program. 
If you do not know how to do that, follow this link for instructions. 

https://vimeo.com/407184368

(Cost, this cost you nothing) 

From the Desk of our Charity Drive Chairman

From the Desk of our Chapter Nominations Chairman

My Brothers All,

   The decision of the Nominations Committee, after contacting all that expressed a 
desire to serve the Chapter, one person could not commit to the position offered. 
That being the case, the the members of the Committee put forward this list of members 
for the next year:

President  Andrew Giacomazza
Vice President  Darren M Gamma
Secretary  Paul Platé
Treasurer  Alfred A Ronda

Submitted David Kibler Nominations Committee Chairman
     
 David Kibler PCP
 Chairman Nominations Committee 
 dkiblercw3@verizon.net

https://vimeo.com/407184368
mailto:dkiblercw3%40verizon.net?subject=


KNIGHTLINEKNIGHTLINE

6 May 2020

Knights of Columbus 
Hudson Valley Chapter 

NO BROTHER LEFT BEHIND 
As the first principle of our order is Charity - the No Brother Left Behind Program, 
administered by Hudson Valley Chapter Warden, Al Ronda, is a simple program.  It
exemplifies Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  Local Councils are  encouraged to initiate 
this program as an outreach to your members. It is a program any Brother Knight can 
do.  It only requires a few steps. 
1. The FS or GK of your Council Generates a Report / List of every member in your

Council.

2. The list should include: Member ‘s Names, Phone Numbers and Spouse’s Name
(if applicable).

3. The List should be broken up between the members of your Council who are willing
and able to make Phone Calls.

4. The calls should be conducted along the lines of a wellness check inquiring that the
member and their family is well and not in need of anything.

5. If any member is ill or in need, the Council should discuss how best to assist that
member.

6. Remind the members that we are a fraternity built on our 4 principles and that our
members are not forgotten and are important to us.

7. It is strongly recommended that all contact be made via telephone as it adds a more
personal touch.

8. Let the members know that they are missed and that they are not in this alone.

SUMMARY 

You will find that your members will be grateful for the call and that they appreciate the 
outreach. 

You will also find that older members really appreciate the call because it gives them a 
chance to talk and socialize with someone, even if it is only for a brief period of time. 

These calls may or may not encourage some members that haven’t been active in a while, 
to get involved again in the good works of your council. 

Hudson Valley
Knights 

of Columbus  C
harit

y

Patrio
tis
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Fraternity 
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nity 
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May Chapter eMeeting
GK Victor Ferrarelli is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Topic: Hudson Valley May 2020 Chapter eMeeting
Time: May 15, 2020 07:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81627353705?pwd=OXoyV0pLUWMvUGttNzNoNlErSVFnUT09

Meeting ID: 816 2735 3705
Password: UNITY

One tap mobile
+16465588656,,81627353705#,,1#,611220# US (New York)
+13126266799,,81627353705#,,1#,611220# US (Chicago)

Dial by your location
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)

Meeting ID: 816 2735 3705

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kMJLFIs69

   
Brothers:  

During this time of pandemic, we recognize that there are members of our community who must continue 
working in high-risk environments, in order to provide for our communities’ essential needs.
We think of medical professionals, public safety officials, grocery store employees, postal workers and 

so many others. Each and everyone of these individuals deserves our thanks, our appreciation.  Many of them are 
brother Knights, sister Columbiettes, family members, fellow parishioners and neighbors.  It is in this spirit of 
"being thankful for your service" that I am asking each and every council in the Hudson Valley to discuss with 
their local pastors about hosting a mass in honor of all our Essential Workers.        My goal is to have masses said in 
honor of these Essential workers on Sunday, May 31st.  Whether churches have been reopened, or masses are still 
being done virtual, my hope is that every parish in the Hudson Valley, serviced by one of are many councils, will 
be joining us in honoring these unappreciated men and women.  I ask that our Grand Knights begin the process and 
contact their pastors. I f your council will be participating, please contact me and let me know.  Join me in praying 
for the health of those who risk so much so some sense of normalcy exists for us all! 

Vivat Jesus 
Andrew Giacomazza
Andrew Giacomazza
Hudson Valley Chapter President 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81627353705?pwd=OXoyV0pLUWMvUGttNzNoNlErSVFnUT09 
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kMJLFIs69
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HUDSON VALLEY CHAPTER
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
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President  Andrew Giacomazza  •  Vice President  Nicholas P. Longo  •  Secretary  Darren M. Gamma  •  Treasurer  Paul Platé

Hudson Valley
Knights 

of Columbus  

Worthy Financial Secretary: April 30, 2020

 
As Secretary of the Hudson Valley Chapter of the Knights of Columbus, I am required to send a letter to the Financial 
Secretary of each Council requesting that they provide the Chapter with the names of the Council's representatives to 
the Hudson Valley Chapter for the upcoming 2020-2021 Columbian Year.  
 
The Chapter representatives shall consist of the Grand Knight and two elected representatives from each member 
Council. In the event that a Council representative is unable to attend a Chapter meeting, the Council's Grand Knight 
shall appoint a temporary alternate to replace the representative. The temporary alternate shall have the same authority 
as the elected representative.  
 
Please email me the names and titles of your Council's representatives by July 1, 2020. Please include their name, email 
addresses, and phone numbers so that we can keep your Council advised of programs, meeting dates and schedules, 
and other information relative to news and activities in the Hudson Valley Chapter and our Order. 
 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation and assistance. We look forward to your continued activity in the coming 
Columbian Year. 
 
Vivat Jesus 
 
 
Fraternally, 
 
 
Darren M. Gamma, PGK, PFN, FDD 
Hudson Valley Chapter Secretary 
dmgamma@aol.com 
(914) 213-0865 
www.hvkoc.com 

Darren M. Gamma
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Insurance Field Agent
Matthew Lynch
(845) 541-9447
matthew.lynch@kofc.org  

Life Insurance Goes Beyond Life
Insurance Field Agent
Matthew Lynch
(845) 541-9447
matthew.lynch@kofc.org  

What a month this has been!

I pray that all of you are safe and well and that you remain so.  Let’s pray for those who have lost their lives, 
especially those heroes, those health care workers that made the ultimate sacrifice to help save others.

  A short essay has made its way around the internet over the past month.  It spoke to me and I would like to refer to it 
and the comparison of these last weeks.
 

Although the author is unknown, it’s a sobering thought to remember that the disciples were worried, scared, hiding 
alone…” sheltering in place.”  

Perhaps being with our loved ones for this extended period of time has opened your eyes a bit.  I know it has opened 
mine. What’s really important in my life?  What are my priorities?  What are my opportunities to serve…to love?

As we pray for a return to our normal lives let’s pledge to not let the lessons of these past weeks be forgotten when we 
return to the hustle and bustle of “normalcy.”

Fraternally,
Matthew Lynch
Insurance Field Agent

The very first Easter was not in a crowded worship space with singing and praising. On the very first 
Easter the disciples were locked in their house. It was dangerous for them to come out. They were 
afraid…If they left their homes their lives and the lives of their loved ones might be at risk. 
 
Alone in their homes they dared to believe that hope was possible, that God’s love was the most 
powerful…Eventually, they were able to leave their homes, when the fear and danger had subsided. 
They went around celebrating and spreading the good news that Jesus was risen and love was the most 
powerful force on the earth. 

This year, we might get to experience a taste of what that first Easter was like, still in our homes daring 
to believe that hope is on the horizon. Then, after a while, when it is safe for all people, when it is the 
most loving choice, we will come out, gathering together, singing and shouting the good news that God 
brings life even out of death, that love always has the final say!

This year we might get the closest taste we have had yet to what that first Easter was like.
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President  Andrew Giacomazza  •  Vice President  Nicholas P. Longo  •  Secretary  Darren M. Gamma  •  Treasurer  Paul Platé

Hudson Valley
Knights 

of Columbus  

Worthy Grand Knight: May 7, 2020

The Knights of Columbus have always been the strong right arm of the Church. In solidarity with our priests, Knights of 
Columbus are active at every level of their parishes, and in the service of our parish communities.  
 
We would like to include information about the parishes that we serve in our Hudson Valley Chapter Directory. We are 
asking that each Council provide the following information about the parish(es) that each Council serve(s): 
 
 - Parish Name 
 - Council serving parish (Council number) 
 - Pastor  
 - Parish Address (Town/City, State, Zip) 
 - Parish Phone Number 
 
Please email the information this information to me at your earliest convenience. Thank you in advance for your 
cooperation and assistance.  
 
 
Vivat Jesus 
 
 
Fraternally, 
 
 
Darren M. Gamma, PGK, PFN, FDD 
Hudson Valley Chapter Secretary 
dmgamma@aol.com 
(914) 213-0865 
www.hvkoc.com 

  Darren M. Gamma
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Prayer For Those Who Are Sick & Distressed

Father, your Son accepted our sufferings to teach us the virtue of patience in human illness.
Hear the prayers we offer for our sick Brothers or their relatives:

SK John Kelly PGK/PFN/FDD RIP, Council #2079, Marietta Cortese RIP, Margaret E. Grimes RIP, 
Father James Garisto , Rich Fischer, Gary Texter, John Ogno, Gabriella Fenfert, Joe Pipon,

 Ron Nelson, Andrew DiMaggio, Robert Borquist, Jim Daley, Sean McIntyre
Men and Women serving in the Armed Forces, All First Responders, 

All Essential COVID-19 Workers.

May all who suffer pain, illness or disease realize that they are chosen to be saints and 
know hat they are joined to Christ in his suffering for the salvation of the world,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
Always keep in mind the unborn who were never given a chance of life.

11
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